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Google Boston launches patent R&D
project

By Galen Moore

In the four years since it opened an outpost here, Google Inc. has
grown its Boston head count to 200 from five employees. The hiring

continues, and Google Boston has become a center of gravity for a
handful of R&D projects.
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VCs eye investments B . .
in online education The latest, Google Patents, launched publicly earlier this month,

models [August 4, provides search access to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s

2010] complete patent archive, hosted on Google’s servers. It’s the third in a
ConnectEdu strives cluster of projects led _out of Cambridge that _are putting old media —
to match students namely books, magazines and patents — online.

with potential

SS}O'f“ ars [August 4, Engineering Manager Jon Orwant leads Google Patents in this portion

of the Cambridge office, where a door is wallpapered with the spines
Akamai puts Digitas  Of scanned books; and a cast-iron press squats at the intersection of
vet Kenny in two cubicle clusters.

president’s seat
[August 3, 2010]

Orwant joined Google in 2006 from the publishing world, where he

Mobicious sold was CTO at tech publisher O’Reilly Media Inc. He says he hopes he can

SnapMyl.ife shut expand beyond the USPTO — first, perhaps, to other countries’ patent
down -- for now [July . )

29, 2010] authorities, then to other public documents.

Mogoterra heads to  “| think of patents as an example of a broader class of legal

market with browser » f @ P : e A
test tool [July 28, document,” he said. “Whether it's the privacy policies on our credit

2010] cards, or the deeds to our houses, or employment contracts. | think
there’s a lot that can be done to portray that information in a manner
that helps non-lawyers use it and understand it and navigate it
better.”

Orwant declined to say how many people work on Google Patents. For now it's a small
project, he said, compared with Google Books.

However, the service is affecting Boston’s IP-heavy legal industry, where it's part of a trend
toward eliminating the middle man in patentability searches, said attorney John Anastasi, a
partner at Lando & Anastasi LLP in Cambridge. “You have all these search firms that do
searching for you. You used to use them extensively. Now you can turn around on your
desktop and do keyword searching.”

When a patent’s legitimacy is questioned, however, a Web search is far from adequate, said
David Brody, a litigator at the Concord firm Hamilton, Brook, Smith & Reynolds PC. “If it's
necessary to study the interpretation of claim language — the proper scope of a claimed
invention — this doesn’t avoid the problem of having to go to the patent office to get all the
history on a claimed patent,” Brody said.

A Google spokesman said the company plans to expand the documents it offers via the
USPTO, but declined to discuss specific plans.

Google officials say they don’t hire people for specific projects: The company wants its
engineers to be doing something different every 18 months. But Orwant does keep a wish
list of skills he needs to hire — including “wizards” at the programming language
JavaScript, as well as engineers skilled in storage and computing infrastructure, and
machine learning.

“We want people who are passionate about something,” he said. “The books team here is
big enough that | can take people who are passionate about machine learning or passionate
about the infrastructure side and use them equally. ”

Add your comment, and share it via Facebook, LinkedIn, Yahoo and more. Edit your Disqus profile
settings.
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On the MHT blog now

The costs of Curt’s R.I. decision

By Rodney Brown Lost in all the
chatter about 38 Studios LLC
accepting a $75 million loan from
the Rhode Island Economic
Development Council to move from
its birthplace in Maynard to
somewhere in the Ocean State is
the set of terms the RIEDC has
imposed on the company. First is
the fact that, in order to get the
loan, Curt Schilling and company
had to put up as collateral all of the
assets o...
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e Basho rejects VC, takes late
friends-and-family round

e Charles River pulls plug on $1.6B
buy of WuXi

e FAA puts $2.5M into geothermal
plant at Portland Jetport

e Stoughton’s Medical Specialties
Distributors bought

o Telecom startup Beaumaris slips
in $9M in VC financing

e GT Solar buys Salem’s Crystal
Systems

o ArQule lung cancer treatment
one step closer to market

e SiGe Semiconductor files for
$143M IPO

e Laser surgery startup Avedro
lands $4.6M

e NEHI gets grant for remote
patient monitoring tests
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